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It is a privilege to serve the people of the Seventh Council District. As I reflect on the 
last four years and the challenges that we’ve faced, I am most proud of the resilience 
and collaboration of community members equally committed to partnering to create a 
lasting change and hold each other up during these most uncertain times.

From wildfires to COVID-19, the vulnerabilities associated with food and housing 
insecurity have been amplified, along with decades old environmental concerns but 
together we will continue our work to turn that corner. In 2021 I expanded services 
directly to our community, from testing and vaccines to growing food pantry services 
made exclusively to our residents. My team and I worked tirelessly to deliver a greater 
share of resources to meet the need. 

When city services were cut as a cost savings due to pandemic spending, I created 
the MRod Volunteer Corps and expanded Operation Bright S.P.O.T. to keep our 
neighborhoods clean. I led the fight to protect $60 million in local public transportation 
dollars and launched our new DASH system to provide more reliable transit options for 
our community. I created our city’s first Youth Development Department, because I 
know our young people require greater resources and support post pandemic.

I invite you to learn more about what’s been accomplished in this annual report and see 
it as the foundation for the additional work and services I will continue to fight for in the 
months ahead. 

Monica Rodriguez

Los Angeles Councilwoman, 7th District

In service,

DEAR
NEIGHBORS

WE ARE ONE LA!
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Secured free COVID-19 testing sites in the Seventh Council 
District. Once vaccines were available, mobile vaccine sites 
were launched in Pacoima, Sylmar, and Sunland-Tujunga. 
The first mobile vaccine site was located in Pacoima, the 
community that was heavily impacted by COVID-19. Vaccines 
are provided at different locations throughout the district 
to ensure that individuals who walk or rely on public 

transportation have access to the vaccine.

COVID-19 Mobile Vaccine and 
Testing Sites

COVID-19 PANDEMIC RESPONSE
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n Vaccine Outreach at  
 Hansen Dam 
Partnered with Visión y Compromiso to conduct 
outreach at Hansen Dam every Sunday during 
March where they distributed PPE and delivered 
vaccine education to all park attendants. 

n Business Outreach for Vaccines 
Canvassed local businesses on Cesar Chavez Day 
of Service to inform business owners and staff that 
they were eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine. Staff 
at local businesses were registered for the vaccine 
and flyers were left at businesses to encourage 
additional staff members to get vaccinated.

n COVID-19 Vaccines for Homeless 
Partnered with the Mayor’s Office of City Homeless 
Initiatives, the Los Angeles Fire Department, and 
the Community Organized Relief Effort Team 
to provide COVID-19 vaccines to individuals 
experiencing homelessness near Hansen Dam. This 
collaborative partnership allowed us to visit over 65 
locations in our district, and a total of 94 individuals 
were vaccinated.

n COVID-19 Vaccines at  
 Local Businesses 
Secured a mobile vaccination unit at Vallarta 
Market in North Hills. This mobile vaccination unit 
increased the vaccination rate in the district by 
making it convenient for those shopping at local 
businesses to receive their vaccine.

n PPE Distribution with  
 Khalsa Care 
Partnered with City of Los Angeles, Department 
on Disability and Khalsa Care to provide PPE for 
disabled families and individuals. Attendees also 
received boxed groceries and art supplies. With 
the help of community organizations that serve 
this population, over 600 families were selected 
to receive groceries and PPE. 

n PPE Distribution at  
 Holy Cross Hospital 
Partnered with Shepherd Hills Church to deliver 
over 200 items of PPE to Providence Holy Cross 
Hospital in Mission Hills.

n $25,000 Grant from California  
 Community Foundation 
Obtained a California Community Foundation 
grant of $25,000 that was used to distribute gift 
cards to over 300 low income Sylmar families. 
They were also provided with bags of PPE to 
protect their family during the pandemic.

n COVID Community  
 Update with Holy Cross  
 Medical Center 
Partnered with Holy Cross Medical Center 
to host a press conference on the severity of 
the Delta variant and the need to increase 
vaccinations to stop the spread.  

n COVID Care Kits 
Since the beginning of the pandemic more than 2,500 COVID Care Kits have been 
provided to community members and local health care providers. The kits contain 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), hand sanitizer, cleaning solutions and directions on 
how to properly disinfect against the virus. The Care Kits were given to LAFD to place on 
rescue ambulances in the Seventh Council District to be left at homes where they were 
called for a COVID-19 positive patient. In January 2021, the LAFD program was implemented 
citywide to help combat the rising cases of COVID-19.
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BOXES OF GROCERIES 
DELIVERED

OVER 3,200 
WEEKLY 

BACKPACKS DISTRIBUTED

1,000
THANKSGIVING MEALS 

DISTRIBUTED

1,000

INVESTING IN PEOPLE

n Food Distribution 
Partnered with North Valley Caring Services (NVCS) 
to secure a grant of up to $15,000 from SoCalGas to 
supplement food distribution and programming at 
NVCS.

n Holiday Food Box Distribution 
Hosted a food box distribution to provide 1,000 
boxes of food the week between Christmas and 
New Year, a time food banks typically close leaving 
many families without food and resources. Boxes 
included dry foods, vegetables and poultry. The 
council office worked with local food pantries, 
churches and community organizations to identify 
families in need across the district. 

n Thanksgiving Turkey  
 Giveaway 
Partnered with local nonprofits, churches 
and schools to host a Thanksgiving Turkey 
Giveaway for more than 1,000 families in need.  
Families were provided with a turkey and 
ingredients for a complete Thanksgiving meal.
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INVESTING IN PEOPLE

n CARE and CARE+ Services  
 Resume 
Resumed CARE and CARE+ services in the City of Los 
Angeles to remove trash and debris from homeless 
encampments. Since service has resumed, more than 
35 locations in the district have been cleaned with 12 
locations cleared of all encampments.

n Homeless Resource Fair 
Hosted a resource fair for individuals experiencing 
homelessness where individuals learned about job 
opportunities and transitional housing programs. 
Attendees also received PPE, vaccines, clothing 
and toiletries. Partner organizations for this event 
included North Valley Caring Services, Community 
Organized Relief Effort (CORE), the Los Angeles Fire 
Department (LAFD), Pennylanes, About My Father’s 
Business, Chrysalis, and Teens 4 Teens.

Homelessness
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INVESTING IN PEOPLE

BEDS OF INTERIM HOUSING

171
SUPPORTIVE HOUSING UNITS

150
WINTER SHELTER BEDS

120
SAFE PARKING SPOTS

20

n Metamorphosis on Foothill 
Completed construction on this new 48-unit 
permanent supportive housing development 
in Sylmar, to provide units for 48 unhoused 
individuals.

n Silva Crossing 
Broke ground on Silva Crossing, a project that 
will provide another 56 units of supportive 
housing. This project was made possible in part 
by $10.9 million in voter approved HHH bond 
funding.

n Good Nite Inn 
Opened the Good Nite Inn, the district’s first 
Project Homekey site, with funding from a 
California state grant. The location provides 85 
units of permanent housing for seniors and 
medically vulnerable individuals.

n Encampment to Housing 
Housed 35 individuals from the Osborne/210 
lot in a multi-jurisdictional effort. The site is on 
Caltrans, Army Corps of Engineers and SoCal 
Edison properties that is located in a high fire 
severity zone that had been the site of past 
fires. Taking the lead to coordinate with the 
agencies, individuals on the lot were housed.

n Brand Park Encampment  
 Housing 
Collaborated with the Los Angeles Homeless 
Services Authority (LAHSA) and the Recreation 
and Parks to house 15 individuals at Brand Park 
and remove more than 2,600 pounds of waste.

Homelessness
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INVESTING IN PEOPLE

n PPE for Schools to Resume   
in Class Learning 
After more than a year of distance learning, Los 
Angeles Unified School District students returned 
to campus this past fall. To ensure their safety, 
personal protective equipment including masks 
and hand sanitizer was supplied to local schools.

n School Supplies 
Partnered with organizations including LA Family 
Housing and Khalsa Care Foundation to distribute 
school supplies to families in need. Over 700 
families received the supplies they needed for 
their students to start the school year. More than 
4,000 masks and 300 bottles of hand sanitizer 
were provided.

n Principal Luncheon 
Hosted a Principal’s luncheon and round table 
to express gratitude to the principals and school 
administrators. Principals from across the 
Seventh Council District participated and 
shared the challenges and opportunities 
faced around their school, especially 
during the pandemic. 

n Speed Awareness in  
 School Zones 
Produced and distributed banners for speed 
awareness near schools in the district to 
promote safe driving in school zones.

n Youth Development  
 Department 
Secured $1.4 million budget allocation for the 
City of Los Angeles’ first Youth Development 
Department. The Youth Development 
Department will be the catalytic change 
that delivers increased program options 
for young people, greater accountability of 
tax payer dollars and will streamline access 
to ensure equality for all young Angelenos 
regardless of their zip code.

Youth
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INVESTING IN SAFER AND HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

n Legislation to Close  
 Whiteman Airport 
Introduced a motion that was approved by the 
City Council calling for the closure of Whiteman 
Airport. The residents of the Northeast 
San Fernando Valley bear the burden and 
environmental pollution from this airport while 
receiving no benefit from airport operations. 
The motion calls on the County of Los Angeles, 
who operates the airport, to evaluate alternative 
uses for the property to provide economic 
opportunity, housing, and open space for this 
community.

n Installed No Oversize Vehicle  
 Parking Signs 
Introduced a motion that was approved to 
install “No Oversize Vehicle Parking” restrictions 
throughout the district to reduce the number of 
large vehicles parking on streets.

n Safety in Equestrian  
 Communities 
Actively worked with multiple city 
departments to increase safety in 
equestrian neighborhoods by improving 
crossings, increasing street lighting, and 
implementing traffic safety projects on 
equestrian trail corridors.

n No Dumping Signs in  
 Sylmar 
Four “No Dumping” signs were installed 
in Sylmar on Olden Street from Ralston 
Avenue to Bradley Avenue  to address illegal 
dumping and  blight in the neighborhood. 

n Illegal Dumping Measures  
 in Sunland-Tujunga 
In collaboration with the Department of 
General Services, installed a series of 'No 
Dumping' signs alongside the Big Tujunga 
Canyon Road and Oro Vista Avenue. 
Additionally, a gate and barriers were 
installed across Oro Vista Avenue to help 
prevent access onto the hillside for illegal 
dumping and trespassing on a city-owned 
property.

n MROD Volunteer Corp 
MRod Volunteer Corps was created as a 
community partnership to host cleanup 
events throughout the district. At the 
inaugural event in North Hills, more than 
twenty volunteers joined staff to clear and 
remove bulky items from Orion Avenue and 
Langdon Avenue. 
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INVESTING IN SAFER AND HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

n San Fernando Road and  
 Montague Street Cleanup 
Coordinated a clean up with the LA Sanitation 
Department’s Environmental Compliance 
Inspectors at San Fernando Road and Montague 
Street. The area was overrun with debris and 
bulky items. Working together, inspectors 
identified what items were personal property 
and what items were debris and were able to 
clear this area.
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INVESTING IN SAFER AND HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES

n Pacoima Earth Day  
 Celebration  
Partnered with Pacoima Beautiful in honor of Earth 
Day to clean the area of Pinney and El Dorado and 
along Van Nuys Boulevard.

n Burnt RVs Removed 
In partnership with LA Sanitation Department, 
Los Angeles Police Department, and Los Angeles 
Department of Transportation (LADOT) we removed 
an inoperable and hazardous recreational vehicles 
from the streets of our district. This past year, we 
removed 10 recreational vehicles from the public 
right of way.

n Tree Maintenance in  
 Sylmar 
Worked with the Urban Forestry Department to 
remove six dead trees, grind down six stumps, 
and prune 16 trees on the 13000 block at 
Bradwell Avenue. 

n Register Your Horse  
 Event in Sylmar 
Hosted the Register Your Horse event which 
included live entertainment, COVID-19 testing 
and vaccines, and low cost horse licensing 
and microchip services at Stetson Ranch in 
partnership with LA Animal Services. Licensing 
helps with evacuation planning in the event of 
an emergency. 87 horses were registered and 
29 horses received microchips while 35 COVID 
vaccines were administered to attendees.

n Wilson Canyon Park  
 Brush Clearance 

Directed the Mountain Recreation and 
Conservation Authority (MRCA), which 

manages Wilson Canyon Park, to 
conduct yearly brush clearance at 
the park.  Community members 
voiced their concerns about the fire 
danger from the overgrown brush. 
MCRA cleared cured grass, limbed 
trees, and dry foliage within 200 
feet from structures of defensible 

spaces. 
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INVESTING IN SAFER AND HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES INVESTING IN SAFER AND HEALTHIER COMMUNITIES
Operation Bright S.P.O.T.

n Operation Bright S.P.O.T.  
Operation Bright S.P.O.T. is a targeted neighborhood cleanup program launched in the 
Seventh Council District. Cleanups focus on major commercial corridors and include street 
sweeping, power washing sidewalks, litter pickup and weed abatement. The crew also picks 
up bulky items from residential neighborhoods.

SQUARE FEET  
OF SIDEWALKS 

CLEANED

46,017

BAGS OF WEEDS 
REMOVED AND  

LITTER PICKED UP

3,231
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n Completed Renovation of  
 North Valley City Hall 
Completed a much-needed renovation of North 
Valley City Hall in Tujunga, an aging municipal 
building. Updated this space for constituent services, 
as well as community meetings and events, with 
energy-efficient features, modernized security 
features, and audiovisual/technical upgrades, among 
many other improvements.

n Pacoima Little League  
 Improvement Project 
Secured $565,000 for improvements to the Hansen 
Dam Baseball fields including new fencing and 
backstop, aluminum bleachers, concrete paving and 
walkways, and irrigation upgrades. The project also 
included site grading, removal of excess soil and 
planting of new trees.

n DeGarmo Avenue Lighting  
 Upgrade 
Worked with the Los Angeles Department of Water 
and Power (LADWP) and the Los Angeles Bureau of 
Street Lighting to install five new utilitarian lights on 
DeGarmo Avenue from Roxford Street to the dead 
end-north of DeGarmo Avenue.

n American with Disabilities  
 Act (ADA) Sidewalk Updates 
Worked with LADWP to upgrade 630 square feet 
of sidewalks  and two new ramp installations to 
meet the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Standards on Eldridge Avenue Between Astoria 
Street and Dryer Street.

n Completed Lake View  
 Terrace Traffic Safety  
 Improvement Project 
Partnered with LADOT to complete Foothill Blvd 
traffic safety improvement project in Lake View 
Terrace, between Osborne and Wentworth, to 
reduce speeds and collisions resulting in fatalities 
and serious injuries. Project included narrowing 
lanes, removing parking, restriping, and 
adding more signage and bollards to maximize 
shoulder space for vulnerable road users, such as 
equestrians, pedestrians, and cyclists.

INVESTING IN NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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INVESTING IN NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES AND INFRASTRUC-
TURE

INVESTING IN NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

n New Left-Turn Phasing Signals  
Partnered with the LADOT, to install a left-turn 
phasing signal at the intersection of Devonshire St 
and Sepulveda Blvd in Mission Hills. 

n HAWK Beacons Installed at  
 Horse Crossings 
Secured $1.7 million to install HAWK beacon 
crossings for the equestrian community. Three 
have been installed, including at Foothill 
Boulevard/Christy in Lake View Terrace, as well 
as Wentworth Street/Mary Bell and Wentworth 
Street/Wheatland in Shadow Hills. An additional 
HAWK beacon is scheduled to be installed next 
year at the intersection of Olive View/Bulcher in 
Sylmar, and funding was secured for a brand-new 
HAWK beacon crossing at the Johanna/Sunland 
Boulevard intersection in Shadow Hills.

n Transit Oriented District  
 Specific Plan 
Secured staffing necessary to complete a Transit 
Oriented Community Plan for the communities 
along the future Metro East San Fernando Valley 
Transit Corridor line. This forward-thinking plan will 
identify land use recommendations and strategies 
for the preservation and expansion of affordable 
housing opportunities along the corridor. 

n Verdugo Hills Pool Bathhouse  
 Renovation 
Secured an additional $700,000 towards 
completion of the pool and bathhouse renovation.

n Sylmar Senior Center 
Secured $1 million for feasibility and 
initial design for the establishment of a 
senior center in Sylmar.

n Hubbard Street/ Dronfield  
 Sidewalk Improvement 
Secured $620,000 for sidewalk and curb 
ramp improvements along the south side of 
Hubbard Street from Dronfield to Foothill.

n Maclay Street  
 Reconfiguration 
Secured $1.7 million for a roadway 
improvement project that includes concrete 
improvements and signal/signage/striping 
work on Maclay Street north of the I-210 
freeway.

n Sylmar DASH 
Launched a new DASH Route in Sylmar 
as a result of a $200,000 grant secured in 
2018. The grant funded a study to evaluate 
the feasibility of a hyper local approach to 
connecting students and members of the 
community with public transportation that 
takes them where they need to go.
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MILES OF LANES 
RESURFACED

39
MILES OF CURBS SWEPT

5,218
MILES OF SLURRY LANES 

COMPLETED

107
SQUARE FEET OF POTHOLES 

REPAIRED

22,848

n Bike Lanes Installed 
Partnered with LADOT to install bike lanes along 
Chatsworth Street from Chatsworth Drive to Sepulveda 
Boulevard.

n Hansen Dam Mile Markers and  
 Trailhead Signs 
Installed new trailhead signage and 29 mile markers 
in the Hansen Dam Recreation Area. This $75,000 
investment funded bilingual signs that include braille 
and a grid system so those using the trails now have 
a method to track their route or share their location in 
an emergency. The way-finding system increases park 
access for the surrounding community and ensures 
emergency personnel can easily navigate the basin.

n Caltrans Cleanups 
Organized community members to hold Caltrans 
accountable for freeway cleanups. Freeways, onramps, 
and offramps are not the jurisdictions of the City, and 
we must rely exclusively on Caltrans to do their part 
to clear and maintain these areas. After the office and 
constituents pushed for cleanups in the district, Caltrans 
has increased their maintenance. The office is continuing 
to push for Caltrans to clear and maintain these areas.

INVESTING IN NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE
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INVESTING IN NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES AND INFRASTRUCTURE

n Sylmar Upper East Canyon  
 Channel Improvements 
Held a community meeting to solicit input 
from community members on potential 
improvements ranging from creating a 
pedestrian path with an open channel 
to a closed channel with pedestrian and 
equestrian uses. Investments in this channel 
would range from $4 million to $12 million.

n Stetson Ranch Park  
 Community Meeting 
Organized a community meeting with 
local equestrians to gather input on the 
improvements community members would 
like at Stetson Ranch park. As one of the few 
city parks with equestrian amenities, this park 
is a popular location for the Sylmar equestrian 
community.

n Lighting Improvement  
 Project in Howard Finn Park 
Secured $100,000 in funding to increase lighting 
in this Tujunga park and completed installation of 
new fixtures.

n Mission Mile Sepulveda  
 Project 
Secured $39.7 million in funding for the milestone 
Mission Mile Sepulveda project.  The project is just 
one of four Los Angeles projects that made it to 
the regional Metropolitan Planning Organization 
list for Active Transportation Program funding in 
this cycle. Sepulveda Boulevard was identified as 
a priority corridor due to the high volume of traffic 
deaths and severe injuries. This project will increase 
safety for all who drive, walk, bike, or take public 
transportation in Mission Hills and North Hills on 
Sepulveda Boulevard from Rayen to Rinaldi.
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n Oro Vista Avenue Urban Flow Management Project  
 Community Meeting 
Secured $10.5 million in Measure W funding for the Oro Vista Urban Flow Management and 
held the first community meeting on this project. This project will capture, treat and percolate 
water runoff. A new reinforced concrete storm drain will be constructed with 13 new catch 
basins to capture water from large rain events and convey it to the channel. The project will 
include the installation of pervious sidewalks, infiltration planters and new street trees.

n Tujunga Canyon Boulevard Green Street Project 
Secured $3 million  to install Permeable concrete sidewalks, Bioswale Islands, Infiltration 
Planter, Street trees, and double drywells Systems to improve water quality and increase water 
supply while beautifying the neighborhood.

INVESTING IN THE ENVIRONMENT

18



INVESTING IN THE ENVIRONMENT

n Glenoaks Green Street  
 Project 
Completed the $3.24 million Glenoaks-Filmore 
Stormwater Capture investment. This project 
captures stormwater and urban runoff from a 
115-acre watershed and infiltrates the captured 
water into the ground. This improves local water 
quality, limiting the amount of urban runoff 
with trash, bacteria and other pollutants from 
being swept into the LA River.

n Cool Streets in Sylmar 
Worked with StreetsLA to break ground on 
the City of Los Angeles “Cool Streets” program 
and install cooling pavement technology on 
35 street segments totalling to approximately 
11 lane miles in Sylmar. This cooling pavement 
technology is designed to bring down the 
temperature of the street by an average of 
10 degrees in the hottest of summer days. 
Additionally, approximately 185 planting sites 
were identified to plant new trees along 
selected streets. 

n Climate Resilient Trees  
 Planted in Lake View Terrace  
Partnered with the City of Los Angeles 
Department of Recreation and Parks and Los 
Angeles Beautification team to secure funding 
for planting and watering of new trees. In 
Hansen Dam, 79 new trees were planted and 42 
were planted in Orcas Park.

n Pacoima Tree Giveaway 
Distributed nearly 200 trees to community 
members at events held at Ritchie Valens Park. 
The trees can be planted in residents' yards to 
improve the tree canopy in the district.

n Community Beautification  
 Grant Proposal 
Partnered with North Valley Caring Services 
for a grant to revitalize the parkways located in 
North Hills. The plan was selected to move to 
the second round of the grant proposal.
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INVESTING IN THE ENVIRONMENT

n Hansen Dam Revitalization 
Secured $1 million for a feasibility analysis, 
hydrology, and geotechnical studies to 
be completed to explore the possibility of 
revitalizing Holiday Lake, a community priority 
identified in the Upper LA River Tributaries 
Revitalization plan (ULART).

n Introduced a Motion Calling  
 for Closure of Whiteman  
 Airport 
Introduced a motion in response to the 
November 2020 Whiteman Airport accident in 
Pacoima. The motion calls for a report back on 
the steps necessary to close Whiteman Airport 
with an environmental report establishing the 
toxic nature of the airport's presence and impact 
on the surrounding community. In addition, the 
motion directs a report back on alternative uses 
for the site.

n Valley Generating Station  
 Methane Gas Leak  
 Legislation 
Introduced a motion that instructed LADWP 
to provide immediate relief to residents after 
a year-long methane leak was reported. The 
motion requires LADWP to provide immediate 
relief and create resources to benefit residents 
impacted by harmful emissions. In addition, it 
directs LADWP to develop and fund a plan to 
install air quality monitors near the site.

n Rain Barrel Giveaway 
Provided rain barrels to residents as tools 
to combat the drought and bring the 
environmental practice to their homes. 
Through this effort, more than 4,000 rain 
barrels have been distributed and millions of 
gallons of rainwater captured.
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INVESTING IN THE ENVIRONMENT

TREES PLANTED

186
TREES TRIMMED

2,281
TREE STUMPS 
REMOVED

226

BULKY ITEM AND 
ILLEGAL DUMPING 
REMOVED

1,091
HOMELESS 
ENCAMPMENT 
SERVICE REQUESTS

10,180

HOMELESS 
ENCAMPMENT 
TONNAGE

243
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INVESTING IN ARTS AND CULTURE

n Valentine’s Day Senior  
 Gift Bags 
Hosted the fourth annual Valentine’s Day Senior 
Ball virtually giving seniors in the community 
PPE and a gift from the council office.

n Dia de Los Muertos 
Brought back the Dia de Los Muertos festival in 
Pacoima with a pandemic safe celebration. The 
event featured community altars, food trucks, 
entertainment and COVID vaccines and testing.

n Movie Nights at Hansen  
 Dam 
Hosted two movie nights at Hansen Dam 
featuring Sponge Bob Square Pants and 
Grease. The events included food trucks, 
popcorn, sand castle building, and COVID 
vaccines and testing. Families enjoyed 
watching movies from the pool at this end of 
summer event.
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INVESTING IN ARTS AND CULTURE

n Utility Boxes 
Commissioned local artists to complete 
39 utility artbox murals that discourage 
graffiti while adding public art to the 
community. The art boxes are located in 
Sylmar, Pacoima, Mission Hills and North Hills.

n Mothers Day Virtual  
 Celebration 
Celebrated mothers, grandmothers, and all the 
special women in our lives for Mother’s Day 
with a free drive-thru plant giveaway.

n Veterans Day Virtual  
 Parade 
Participated in the San Fernando Valley 
Veterans Virtual Parade and Drive Thru 
Donation and honored 150 veterans for 
their service.

n Holiday Tree Lightings 
Hosted holiday tree lightings in Pacoima, 
Sylmar and Sunland-Tujunga. Attendees 
enjoyed photos in front of the tree, hot 
cocoa, churros, holiday entertainment and 
more. Vaccines and COVID testing were 
also available.
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INVESTING IN INNOVATION AND EFFICIENT GOVERNMENT

n Community Visioning Virtual Workshop 
Held a virtual Community Visioning workshop for residents to share ideas for community 
improvements and provide input to improve city services. The input provided will be 
used to prioritize future projects that are important to residents.

n COVID Meeting with Los Angeles County 
Convened public safety committee meeting with Los Angeles County Public Health 
Department officials. Committee members were briefed with an update on the 
pandemic and the current measures in place to reduce the spread of COVID.
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INVESTING IN PUBLIC SAFETYINVESTING IN INNOVATION AND EFFICIENT GOVERNMENT

n Held First Community Safety  
 Advisory Council for  
 Community Safety Partnership  
Held the first meeting for the advisory council of 
the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) program 
for the San Fernando Gardens. The CSP program, 
implemented at the San Fernando Gardens is a 
collaboration between the community and LAPD to 
create safer communities.

n Resumed Neighborhood and  
 Business Watch Programs 
Resumed programs for residents and business 
owners to meet with LAPD for public safety 
updates. Business Watch groups met virtually 
with LAPD. Neighborhood Watch meetings 
resumed with Senior Lead Officers to discuss 
crime and safety programs in the neighborhood.
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INVESTING IN PUBLIC SAFETY

n Opportunities for Youth 
Dedicated $3.3 million of reinvestment 
dollars to youth jobs training programs as an 
alternative to policing.

n Community Police  
 Advisory Board Public  
 Safety Meeting 
At this meeting, residents brought up their 
concerns about illegal fireworks which led 
to the creation of the inaugural fireworks 
buyback program.

n Sylmar Fire Station 
Secured $1.8M for pre-development and 
design activities associated with the 
development of a new fire station in Sylmar.

n Introduced Illegal Fireworks  
 Motion 
Introduced a motion to curb the use of illegal 
fireworks in the City of Los Angeles, The motion 
led to the Los Angeles Police Department 
(LAPD) fireworks portal opening earlier than in 
past years as a tool for residents to report illegal 
fireworks in their area.

n Hosted Pilot Fireworks Buy  
 Back Program 
Hosted the inaugural fireworks buy back 
program in Los Angeles resulting in over a 
quarter ton of fireworks being voluntarily 
turned in by residents. In exchange for illegal 
fireworks, residents received gift cards equal to 
the value of the fireworks turned in.
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INVESTING IN PUBLIC SAFETY

n Joint Public Safety  
 Committee and Board of  
 Police Commissioners  
 Meeting 
In a historic meeting, the Public Safety Committee 
and Board of Police Commissioners met to learn 
more about community based public safety 
approaches. Speaker Aqeela Sherrills, a nationwide 
expert in community violence intervention, shared 
his experience in leading public safety reform 
through community focused initiatives in cities 
throughout the nation. Attendees also heard from 
Joshua Young, Deputy Senior Vice President of 
Justice Initiatives for the Center of Policing Equity, 
who spoke about reform initiatives needed to 
create equitable policing practices.

n Bicycle Safety Event 
Joined the Community Safety Partnership (CSP) to 
promote bike safety at the San Fernando Gardens. 
Residents of the Gardens learned about bike 
safety and were able to obtain information about 
resources in the community. 

n Illegal Street Racing  
 Motion 
Introduced a motion to address the illegal 
street racing occurring throughout the City 
of Los Angeles. The motion directed the 
Los Angeles Department of Transportation 
and the Los Angeles Police Department’s 
Street Racing Task Force to provide 
recommendations for traffic calming 
measures that can be implemented at 
locations where illegal street racing occurs. 
It further recommends quarterly meetings 
to report street racing data and updates to 
Council Offices.
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